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(Fade in)-

' Yale Seal) «

Yale University Press
Presents

THE BHRONICLES OF AMERICA

A series of ¥hotop1a s in which is seen
the making of a great naticr.

Pathepicture
Trademark

(Fade Out)

Fade in) . .

he historical accuracy o: Hhis presentation
of an important event in American History 1s
guaranteed by the painstaking work of a
number of distinguished historians.

Approved by the Council's Commitiee on
Publications of

~ Yale University
Fade out)

3.(29) ({ade in)

Y 40724
hs 1.(18)
2. (20)
(12)
TN

ong shot of table with row of books. A
man enters scene, picks up one of ihe books,
and holds it in his hand. Lap dissolve to
back of book, closéup. Hand turns book to

front cover, which reads: )
*he Eve of the Rewdlution

(Chronic%e's Device)
Carl YBecker

Hand opens book to Title Page, which reads
as follows: -

/[

THE DECLARATICN OF INDEPENDENCE 4

Adapted from -
"The Evev ‘of the Revolution
A Chronicle Writtan by )

Carl Becker

(Book Device)

Copyright, 1924, by
The Cg¥on§cles of Americ
Picture Borporation

(Fade out)




4,(12)

5.(22)

6.( 8)

7.(26)

THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

_ /lqapted b¥
William Basil Courtney /

_ Directed b
Kenneth Veb

Copyright, 1924, by
The cn§2n1§1eé gf merica
Picture Corporation
P%thepicture
) rademark
(Fade dut)
Fade in.

The Persons in the Picture

John Adamg............ ...S.W, Nicholis
Benjamin Franklin ..... J. Moye Bennett
Thomas Jefferson....... . Frederick J.Spender
John Digkinson.......... Gordon Standing
thomas Paineé............ Dougias R.Dumbrille
"0 KOBME e s s John Newton
JODN. HANBOCK s o s v s onsew s Warner Richmond
Oherles CRYYOL1ueccnsees John Dunton
The TOXYeeerreseccoenas . Henry VW.Pemberton
Richard Henry Lee....... Allan Lee
Caesar Rodney........... W. Wallace Jones
(Fade oft)
Fade in. )
Pathepicture

Tragemaxk ) - )
Passed by: ‘he National Bgard of Hevie~

(Fadeé out)

(Fade in) _ ,
karly in 1776, the Continental Congress was
drifting steadily tovard a Declaration that
the revolted American Colonies were free and
independent states, absolved from all
llegiance to_the British Crown.
Interpose to)




8.(23) The advocates of independence wisely refrain-
ed from forglng the issue until satisfied that
all the staie gleg%pions might be br2§§ht
to unite in making the Declaration UNANIMOUS--
(Interpose to scene of man selling papers
On this scene this title is superlmposedzs

9.(14) The Independence_ leaders were powerfullg
aided by the publication in Januay, 1770,
ng.a fiery pamphlet -- -
(Title fades out leaving the scene vhich
interposes to:¥

10. (18) Close up of outside of pamphlet "COMMON SENSE"
COMMON SENSE ‘ ‘

Addressed to the
INHABITANTS

of
AMERICA
On the following interesting
SUBJECTS

1. On the_ origin and designs of Government,
in general, with concise remarks on the
English Bonstitution.

2. Of Monarkchy and Hereditary Succession.

z%fThoughts on the present state of American
airs.

4. Of the gresent ability of America with

some miscellaneous reflecticn.

Man knows no master] save creating Heaven,
Or those whom choice and c%gmon good ordain.
omson.

Philadelphia . ,
Printed and soYd by R. Bell on Third Streev

MDCCLXXVI .
(Interpose to closeup of a paragraph)

11.(31) Inseri: - Paragraph from panmpklet "Common Sense"

- but many strong and striking reasons may
be given, to show, that nothing can settle
our affalrs so expeditiously as an open and
determined declaration for Independence:
Some of which gre, (Fade out)




PPy —————

12.( 8) Fade in.
' In Ehllade1ph1a on an afternoon in February,

Fade out)
13.( 7 John Adais, delegate from Massachusetts to
the Continental ongress --

14.(12) Extract from Adams' letter of February 18,
1776, to his wife:
Ly dear vlfe. (Interpose to)
sent ¥ou from New York a
pam hlet entitled "Common Sense"
written in vindication of doctrines--

15.( 4) Benjamin Franklin, of Philadelphia.

15*( 4) Insert:- as in film ~- Book~-

COMMON SENSE
Addressed
To The
Inhabitants
of America

16.(9 ) "A fine book, 1sn't it, sir? Since m
husband read’it he's warm for independence."

-

17.(11) UMy young friend Thomas Paine has indeed
made excellent use of the great power of
the printing press -- "

-

18.( 4) "General Washington writes from Boston -- "
19.(12) Extract from letter in Wash1ngton s hand-
vriting:

-we have ever¥ reason to convince us, that
we have tocontend with a formidable army,
well provided -

20.( W) "We cannot win the war without foreign aid'"

21.(10) "While England's blockade throttles our trade
Qur chlef hope is alliance with a naval
power!"

22.( 6) "One nation above all others would like to

see England humbled - "

-



23.(15)

24.(12)

26.( 6)

27.( 7

28.(10)

29.( &)

30.( 7)

31.( 3)
31*( 7)

31**( 3)

32.( 7)

33.( 5)

"Yes, France! But she will help only

when’ she sees that vwe want independence from
England - rot msrely reconcilaticn with —
England." =

-

(Fade in)

N

- An evening, some weeks 1ater, in that

?emorable year of 17/6 -
Fade out)
Pathevicture Trademark.

Thomas Paine; author of "Common Sensef"

-~ -

"It is not safe to talk disrespectfully of
His Majesty?" =

-

‘"Stand for Independence - and throw off

the fear of kings forever!"

-

(Fade in) .

Political differences had not affected
social re}atlons - '
(fade out

"Your cousin Samuel would be more at home

arguing politics in some attic clubroom!"

-

"There's Rutledge, to tell Sam the political
news of South Garolina."

-~

Just one of the "common people.”

- -~

A gealth¥ Tory merchant, ohe of the class
that still favored monarchism -

Insert:-Foreground of ribbon with the
word

INDEPENDENCE?

" - you had better bestir yours

elf
repay the money you ove me, Or 1*1

to
_n

1

"He'll close my mouth by sending me %o a
debtors' prison."

-



34.( 6)
35.( 5)
36.( 7)

37.C 9)

38.( W)

39.(12)

40.( 8)

41.(10)

42.( 6)
43.(C 7)

Wy 4)

45.( 6)

"“When we get independence there'll be no
more courts ior prisons!"

-

"There 's what spparation from England would
meandd

-~

"Rather, separation would stamp out the in-
justices that breed anarchy!"

-~

"The English Constitution must prevail - It
is the only security we have for life and
fortune."

-~

Richard Henry Lee of Virginia -

Johﬁ Dickinson of Penns¥IVania, the able
leader of those who still clung to the
hope of reconciliation with Engliand -

"To my hope that Virginia will instruct
me to propose Indépendence in Congress!"

-~

"Mr. Adens, why do you persistently opgpse
conciliatory measurecs such as our petition
to the King?t"

-

"But the King did not even give you the
courtesy of a replyl"

-

"Many of us will breek off from ¥ou if
you don't concur in our policy o peace."

-~

THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
(Yale Seal)
End of Part Ome.

Pathe Distributors
Pathepicture
Trademar k.

THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
(Y=1le Seal)
Part Two.

Pathe Distributors
Pathepicture
. Trademark



U6.( 8)

47.(14)

u8.( 6)

49.( 9)
50.{ 4)

51.(12)

52.(20)

53. (10)
M. (11)
55 (6)

56.( T)

57.( 6)

"As long as the rebels quarrel amongst
themselves, His Maje=ty's cause 1¢ safs."

-

"Can we be reconcilasd with a nation that,
even in peace times, forced on us such
odious measures as the Quartering Act!"

"By the King's orders, four of us are to
be guartered here."

-

"In our middle Colonies many favor recon-
ciliation because they fear loss of their
property - "

-

"The South has not yet felt the scourge
of war - " :

-

uGentlemen, Virginia wants Independence be-~
cause thg immortal words of Patrick Henry
are still ringing in her earsi"

(Fade out) -

(In Italics)

11s life so dear, or peace €O sweet as
to-be purchased at the price of chains and
slavery?.... 1 know not what courge others
may take, but as for me, give me liberty
or give me death!"

-

"We must persist until all sections are _
one in sentiment - until the Thirteen Colonies
are one nation!"

nSee! Politics are dividing even oul social
gatherings into threce groups - royalists,
moderates - and we rebels/

-

"Now there'll be a fourth group - the
ladies and Ben Franklin!®

Fadec in.

4 belated guest - John Hancock, President
3f the Second Continental Congress.

(Fade out)

wjord has come that the King has hired
Hessians to fight us!"

-



58.(11)

59.( 6)

80, (16)

61.( 6)

62.( 9)

63.( &)

64, ( ¥)
6 5.( 3)
66.f 9)
67.( 6)

68.( 4)

6 9.(18)

"That is the protection offered us by
the precious English constitution --
foreign mercenafies, to shoot us downl"

"It is His Majesty's right %o deal with
rebels as he pleases:"

-~

(Fade in)
As the Spring of 1776 advanced, the
activities of the 1n@e¥endency leaders
in Congress and the influence of Painé's
agg@let ncreased steadily.
Fade out

athepicture Trade Mark.

"By this work I'm earning the money to

pay -my debt to youl"

-~

"Why does Cohgress meet in secret? - be-
_ceuse its members are afraid of the
King's halter!"

n Bongress on June 8&,1776,

%F ade In)
Fede out)

“My. Richard Henry Lee - "

-~ -

"Now comes the first real test - "

-~ -

"Resolved that these United Colonies are,
and of right ought to be, free and

independent states - "

-

"Massachusetts seconds the motion to
adopt this resolutionl"

-

“It 1 lain we cannot get unanimit
todayi"p - '

Fade in)
&hile both sides prepared for the final
vote, Congress apgointed a Gommittee to
pregare a_formal declaration, citin
motives which might justify the col@nies,
%n the Ju?gment of mankind -

Fade out



70.(11)

70%(10)

71.(12)
72+(-5)

73.(14)

™.( 6)
75.C )
76.(12)

77.(12)

78.( 5)

The committee had assignec the cpmgosition :
of the Declaraticn to its most gifted :
member - Thomas Jeffsrson.

Insert- as in film-- foreground of * '
manuscripts-- &

A DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
BY THE REPRESENTATIVES OF PR
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ETC

"Is it true, as I hear whisperedvever&-
where, that Congress is going to take
a secret vote tomorrow on Independence?'

-

¥

"Perheps so, but small use if the vote is
not unanimous - "

-

"Penns¥1vania opposes Independence because
four of her delegates are too pigheaded

to realize they no longer represent our
peopled™ ‘

-~

"Of the four he calls pigheaded, we are,
two, friend Morris - "

-

"We could not be trustworthy if we voted
against our true convictions - "

(Fade in)

Few delegatés slegt as that hot night of
the 1st of July, 1776; closed down upon
Philadelphia.

"If Dickinson and Morris will only have tae
ﬁrace to remain away tomorrow my vote and
arton's will give us Pennsylvania = "

-

THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
Yale Seal -
End of Part Tvo
Pathe Distributors
Pathepicture
Trademark.



79.-C¢ 5)

80.( 13)
81.( 4)
g82.( 7)
83.(14)
g4.(12)
85.( 8)
86.(10)
87.( 8)
88.( 6)

89.( )

90.(13)

THE D%CLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
Yale Seal)
Part Tkree
Patiie Distributers
Pathepicture
Irademark

"Delavare stands one =nd one - her third
delegate, Ceasar Rocdney, who would be far
liberdy 1s away at his ﬁome, Alasi®

-

Thomas licKean, Chairman of the Delaware
Delegation -

"I have sent for Rodney - if he rides hard
all night, he may arrive in time!"

-~

"The New York delegation is not authorized
to vote on independence - but if all the
other colonies vote aye, we could consider
that unanimous."

-

"South Carolina's delegates were instructed
to join in such measures ag_would best
promote the interests of all - perhaps - "

-

(Fade in)
At the headquarters of the South Carolima
delegation -

"We must decide vhether our instructiohs
are broad enough to let us vote for in-
dependenceld" .

-

Fade in) |

he momentous second day of July, 1776 -
Fade out)

athepicture Trademark.

“The votigg will begin in a minute - any
sign of Rodney yet?

-

L4

“Seed Dickinson and Morris are not yet
here."

-

"I am glad to see you valking avay from
that traitord' nest toda¥ - congratulations
on your brave stand for the kingl"



90* ( &)
91.(11 )

92.( W)
93.( )
4.( )
95.( 3)
96.( 3)
97.( 1)
98.(10)

99,(12)

100.(10)
101.( 9)
102.(12)

103. (10)

"You misjudge me, sir 1 do not oppose
1n@ependencg through love for an o
unjust monarch."

-

"I do not think independence Wise at
resent- but if Congress votes for it,
"shall stand by my Countryl"

-

"Massachusetts votes AYE!"

-

"Delaware votes AYE!"

- -

"Pennpylvania votes AYE!"

-~ -~

"South Carolina votes - "

= -

IIAYE.l u

-~ -

" That makes it unanimous?"

-~ -~

(Fade in) ,
On the 4th of July, 1776, the Declarstion
of Independence was officially adopted -
(Fede out)

"I will sign this document now befére it
is sent to the official printer - we will
arrange a date for the rest of you to
sign.

-

" - and sign it all_of you will, I know!
There must be no ?ulllng apart - we must
all hang togetherx.™

-

"Yes, we must indeed all han together,
or most assuredly we shall all hang
separately."

-

"If it comes to hanging, Charles Carroll,
vou will be safe - 1 understand there is
another Charles Carroll in Marylandl"

-

"If Cerroll signs, _he willbe risking more
than most of us. I am told he is one of
the country's richest men."

-~



104. (_8)

105.( 7)

106.( 5)
107.( 6)

108.(12)

109.(10)
110.(10)
111.(30)

112x( 3)

112.(18)

"Then I will sign as ':Charles Carroll ‘
of Carrollton’ = and thie king can make no
mistaked"

-~

"Look tzere, Hancock is going to signl
When he does the die is castiM

-

Hand writes - John Hancock.

"John Bull won't need his spectacles to
read that namel"

-

ade . dn... . . .. -

n the &8th of July the Declaration of_ In-
dependence was made known to the people,
and jubilation followed.

(frde out )
"You don't like  the echoes of independence,
eh? Then I don't suppose you'll lgke the

sight of my new uniformi"

-~

"That building will live in history as

the birthplace of a ncw power among the
nations of the earthd"

-

§Fade in) . . ,
nsert of "Declatation " with all signatures
(fade out) -~ -

(Fade in)
THE END

Interpose to --

The next in the

YALE UNIVERSITY PRESS
\ serics of .
"The Chronicles of America"
. will be

YORKTOWN .
A Thrilling/account of Washington's
last cam83;§n wnich von Indpendencc
nitcd

for the States.
WATCH FOR ANNOUNCEMENT !
PATHE

Distributors )
(Stock trademark on eithcr sidé’'of
PATHE - Distributors. (Fade ocut)
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